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SUBJECT : NUCUAR TSSTS IN THE TRUST TERRITORYOF TN13PAGIPIC ISUNDS

In response to a cable from kba88ad0r Stevecwm, #1278, dated October
20, 1961, to the Secretary of State on the subject of the Importance -
of avoiding nuclear tests in the Trust Territory of the Pacific Ielands,
a meeting was held in the office of Mr. Noward Pumas of the State Depart-
ment on October 23, 1961. In addition to the undersigned, the following
ware in attendance:

.
Captain John J. Reidy, Office Secretary of Defense (HA)
t’k*
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.

D. H. Nucker, Department of Interior
Richard Tiatano, Department of Interior
Austin Acly, Department of State, Office of Dependent Area
Affairs
Curtis Cutter, Department of State, Office of Dependent
Area Affairu

Mr. Nucker pointed out that the problem at the Bniwetok Prwing Ground
lies in the fact that there are approximately 11,000 people within e 600
mile radius of the test site. The relatively uneducated nature of mst
of these people means that it 1s practically Impossible to get them to
understand in any reasonable way the importance of nuclear weapons testing
to the security of the United States and the free world. This problem
was well recognized before the la8t teet $erie8 uae completed. About
that ti~ the Micronesfane were not represented by effective legal counsel.
Mr. liucker pointed out that they are now well represented legally and he
would ex~ct that they would present an effective legal position if ~
resumed testing in the Eniwetok Proving Ground.

Es made a strong plea that we should certainly uae either Chrietmas Lslend
or Johnston Island if feasible, and if it becomes a matter of choice he
would prefer the Eniwetok Roving Ground ove~ the Bikini Atoll. Ne-argued
that we should only test at Eniwetok Rwing Ground if that fe the only
place we can do the type of testing required and that the
is in fact vital to our security.

m
— ,/Mr. Acly discussed the legal situation end expressed some
- ‘whether or not we have a iegal position whfch-could standa
k> tive attack. Be stated that although we may have a legal

required test

pe8simhm as to
up under ●ffec-
case we have not.-

4= ‘ tried to argue it before the Unfted-Natfons~ W Is of-the opinion that ●

a U.N. member would bring the case before the International Court of Juetice.
T+ ly 18 not sure that we would be able to win the case,

uld Prefer not to have it brought UP before that
-.-—— ~-—— --
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Mr. Acly pointed out that since our ●dministration of the Tru8t Territory
Is under the Unfted ?lationa, our conduct of It mat be brought before
the U.N, and it must, therefore, be defended periodically. Ha stated

I

that adveree world opinion with re8pect to toethg would lead him to
believe that even our alliee would have no hesitancy in crtti.cizhg our
●dminiatratton of the Trust Territory if w choose to resume tE)8t@ in

that area. Ee agrees that we will suffer some of thi8 criticismno
matter where we rusume teathg, but feels that the criticiem will be ach
ume severe if the tests are at Bikini or Enfwetok. 5 based this $dgment
on the fact that there is very strong feeling in the U.N. to ru8h to t~
defense of dependent peoples.

Mr. Acly also pointed to the political problem that vould be raised by
others accusing ua that we would be carrying out activities in tb Tru8t

Territory to the hazard of dependent people that we would not risk carry-
ing out within the United States for fear of injury to our own people.

/

& etated tkt ve have ● long term intere8t in the strategic importance
of the Trust Terxitory and there is some possibility that our interests
in that area vould be seriously hexmed if we are unable to maintafn a
favorable attitude on the pert of the Flicronesiana themselves.

Mr. Nucker pointed out, aa an example, that we may have a very conelder-
able problem in the U.N. from the fact that we have had to relocate an

I

entire community of 8ome 84 peqle becmme of the requlr~nt for a
target impact area for the Pacific Missile Range.

l\It was the consensus of the group that ve should look very cerefully at
the possibility of using either Johnston Island or Christmas Iolend,

I

and only move to use the Eniwetok Proving Ground if the factors discussed
●bove are outweighed by the consideration developed ae a result of com-

~wing the possibility of testing at the Proving Ground as against testing
~ I elsewhere.

A. w. Betts

Brigadier General, USA
Director of Military Application
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